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ABSTRACT 

 

Today, 4 out of 5 criminal offenders are male as per the Ministry of Justice. Men are also found 

to be repeat offenders more than females, and have longer criminal careers and commit more 

serious crimes. Hence, it is important to understand why there is so much delinquency and crime 

amongst men, specifically working class boys.For this purpose, this study sought to understand 

the concept of crime and deviance in terms of gender by studying crime amongst working class 

boys in the UK and to assess why there is so much crime amongst working class boys by using a 

masculinity approach. The study was designed as a qualitative, secondary research and the 

chosen research strategy was content analysis. Various theories and perspectives were discussed, 

such as Neutralisation theory, Criminal Desistance Theory, Doing Gender, Social Distribution Of 

Crime, Socialisation And Social Control, Factors Leading To Crime, Relationship Between 

Crime And Masculinity, Cultural Transmission, Differential Association, Status Frustration, 

Illegitimate Opportunity Structure, Etc. The study led to various important insights into the 

reasons why working class boys commit crimes. Various key factors were highlighted, such as 

choice to go against the norms of the society, lack of moral regulation, lack of access to 

legitimate opportunities and means, social exclusion, labelling, social injustices and 

discrimination, punishment, broken law enforcement system, inadequate socialisation, existence 

of role models, concept of masculinity, cultural transmission, social support and societal 

sanctions, learned delinquency, exposure to crime, status frustration, etc.  
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Introduction 

Crime is defined as a deviance that includes the violation of specific laws and rules which 

is created by the society in order to maintain a decent and fair environment in the society. 

According to Wakefield and Uggen (2010, p. 387), the study of crime has concluded a clear 

differentiation between the geography of offences, the place where crime has been committed 

including the geography of offenders and criminals. It has been researched that various offences 

and crimes have different geographies. For example, a teenage criminal or a mugger may come 

from a differentbackground than the person involved in tax crime and fraud. Therefore, this 

diversity has motivated the study of the criminal geography and gender at different variety of 

scales.  

Moreover, it has been researched that males’ accounts for more criminal violations as 

compared with females, thus widening the gap between genders based crimes. This relationship 

has been further proved by variety of researches regardless of the data analysed pertained to 

arrest rates, criminal behaviours and victimization of incidence reports. According to the words 

of Becker and McCorkel (2011, p. 15), males have always been more involved in criminal 

activities than females, and gender variations occurs in almost every society that has 

systematically been studied and researched. Still, many criminologist and criminal psychologist 

have not yet revealed logical reasons for the widen gender gap and gender ration of the crime.  

According to Zoutewelle et.al (2012, p. 12), one major aspect of gender gap in criminal 

activities that has attracted immense attention for the research community including the media is 

the observation that the ratios of men involved in criminal activities have drastically increased in 

comparison to female criminals and female offenders. However, one of the researchers, 
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Cobbinaet.al (2010, p. 4) argued that the gender gap in United Kingdom is getting narrowed as 

more females are inclined towards criminal activities because of financial instability.  

Today, the interest in the intersection of class, race and gender within the study of 

criminology is still strong despite the significant shift in the development of gender-centred 

analysis of crime. To this end, various modern theorists such as Miller and Mullins posit that 

theories of gender should be used as a major starting point in criminological analysis of crime 

and men as well as women. It has also been well observed that gender differences are one of the 

most significant features of recorded crime.  

 

1.2 Contextual Background 

Although the relationship between gender and crime has been studied thoroughly, still 

many researches have not yet derived logical reasoning as why men are more inclined in 

criminal activities as compared with their counter parts (females). This can be proved from the 

research conducted by Newburn and Stanko (2013, p. 213), in which it was found out that 

individuals from working class are more convicted of conventional and unconventional crime as 

compared from the individuals coming from middle classes.  

Moreover, it has been found out that females have low arrest rates than male member of 

societies with regards to entire crime categories except for prostitution. This phenomenon is said 

to be true in almost every country in which data was readily available. According to Wakefield 

and Uggen (2010, p. 387), in UK, females constitute less than 30 percent of total arrests for 

majority of criminal categories. The author also stated that women have a much lower 

representation in serious crime categories as comparedwith males. Moreover, it has also been 
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found out that in UK, the total female arrest are at least 30 percent less than males with respect to 

homicide and 10 percent less with respect to robbery, burglary and serious property crimes. 

Apart from prostitution, the representations of females have been greater in minor 

property crimes which include fraud, theft, embezzlement and forgery. The female arrests for 

these types of crimes have drastically been increased in comparison to male criminals. According 

to McDowell (2011, p. 15), the frauds and theft committed by females mainly includes “wrong 

checks”, shop lifting, credit fraud and welfare fraud. Moreover, it has also been researched that 

the trends of female criminals in comparison to male criminals have become more complex and 

problematic. Some researchers have concluded that female crime has been rising at a faster rate 

than male crime with respect to the total percentage of female arrests.  

 

1.3 Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of this study are: 

 To understand the concept of crime and deviance in terms of gender 

 To study crime amongst working class males in UK 

 To assess why there is so much crime amongst working class males/boys by way of 

masculinities perspective 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

Research questions for this study will be as follows: 

 What is the concept of crime and deviance in terms of gender? 

 Why is there so much crime amongst working class males/boys? 
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 How can masculinities perspectives and social theories of crime help in understanding 

crime amongst working class males/boys? 

 

1.5 Problem Statement 

Today, four out of five offenders convicted of crime are male as per statistics from the 

Ministry of Justice. Men are also found to be repeat offenders more than females, along with 

having longer criminal careers and commit more serious crimes as well. Hence, it is crucial to 

understand why there is so much crime amongst men, specifically working class men. To this 

end, similar to feminist scholars, Zoutewelle et.al (2012, p. 12) believed that traditional crime 

theories do not provide a complete view into crime as they omit gender as a crucial factor. 

Hence, it has been argued that masculinity is a social accomplishment or construct and that men 

have to constantly work towards constructing it. Zoutewelle et.al (2012, p. 12) furthered the 

notion that different masculinities co-exist within the society; however, hegemonic masculinity is 

the more dominant form which men prefer.  

 

1.6 Significance of the research 

Contemporary criminal statistics from the British Crime Survey demonstrate that young 

middle class males commit the most crime – for example, males aged 15-24 commit more 

property crimes as compared to females in 2011. In 2012, men were convicted of over thirty 

three thousand offences, 89 percent of the total recorded offences. These statistics have a wider 

implication in the society – in terms of the increase in both white collar and street crime in recent 

decades in the UK, which has led to an increase in teen violence, child abuse, a misbalancing of 

familial structures etc., and these issues combined have had an impact on the deployment of 
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government policies, social work services etc. With respect to contemporary criminal statistics, 

this research could therefore shed light on the connection between the concept of crime, deviance 

and gender in today’s society.  

 

Figure 1: Offences by Gender, UK (2012-2012) 

Source: Ministry of Justice, Criminal Justice Statistics Quarterly Update to September 2012 

 

1.7 Rationale of the Research 

The rationale of the research can be analysed from the fact that although there are 

numbers of researches conducted on gender based crime and which gender is more inclined 

towards criminal activities, but very few researches have provided logical reasoning behind this 

phenomenon(Wiesner et.al, 2010, p. 91). As it is evident from the past researches that men are 

more involved in various criminal activities as compared to females, the current research would 

be analysing the reasons behind this concept and would be providing ample amount of research 

that why men and especially working class boys are involved in criminal activities.  
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1.8 Definition of Key terms 

 Crime:Crime is defined as harmful act against the public which is prohibited by state and 

is subjected to certain punishment such as imprisonment or penalty.  

 Masculinity: Masculinity is defined as a set of attributes, roles and behaviours related 

with boys and men.  

 Femininity: Femininity is defined as a set of quality that can be associated with the 

female members of the society.  

 Gender: Gender is defined as the state of being a female or a male which is mostly used 

in context to cultural and social differences.  

 

1.9 Structure of the Dissertation 

The dissertation is divided into five different chapters.  

The first chapter provides an introduction of the whole research which includes various 

important components   such as contextual background, aims, and objectives, rationale of the 

study, significance of the study, problem statement, organizational background and key 

definition of terms.  

The second chapter provides an in-depth literature review analysis of past papers and 

researchers pertaining to the topic of impact of digital media marketing on brand image of the 

company. Various themes and concepts are derived in this chapter which is categorized as 

“theoretical   framework”.  

The next chapter explains the research methodology chosen for the current research. This 

chapter includes various important elements of the research including research design, type of 
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investigations, research philosophy, research approach, sampling methods, data analysis plan, 

hypothesis, ethical issues and time line of the research.  

The fourth chapter is regarded as the core and vital chapter of the whole research. This 

chapter analyses the data collected from the previous chapter and provides meaningful research 

to the collected data.  

The last chapter of the dissertation provides an overall conclusion of   the research 

including significant recommendations and implications for future researches. 
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Crime and Deviance 

“Crime” is defined as an action against an individual or a person that comprises of 

offenses which causes a serious harm or major threat of a serious harm. The person against 

whom crime is committed is recognised as victim. These actions occur against this victim 

without obtaining any consent from him or her by the offender (Jennifer, 2015). The term 

“Deviance” is defined as any action committed by the person that leads to the violation of the 

norms of any particular culture or norm. Norms is an important concept in explaining the 

differences between acceptable and unacceptable actions in the society. Deviance is included in 

the category of crime that takes place when the violation of society’s formal laws is committed. 

Criminal deviance occurs across large range of behaviours, which ranges from minor traffic 

violations to theft to murder (Erin, 2015).  

 

2.2 Theories of Crime and Gender 

Social divisions are also referred as social categories. These categories basically include 

race, age, gender, class, mental and physical disability. Social categories are not recognised as 

fixed but they are rather dynamic because they go through the changes process over the period of 

time. Therefore, Gender is recognised as one of the social variables among several processes that 

are often attributed in explaining the concepts associated with criminalisation. There are in fact 

several theoretical constructs that explain the relationship between the gender and criminal 

behaviours: 
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2.2.1 Doing Gender 

The first theory in this regard has been “Doing-Gender” framework. From “Doing-

Gender” perspective, the term “gender” is recognised as an omni-relevant factor that has high 

social significance in any society. There is high accountability in this regard. The term “doing 

difference” which has a strong correlation with “Doing-Gender” is very useful in explaining the 

way all three variables gender, race and class operate on simultaneous basis. However, the term 

“masculine” has been a vital variable in explaining the relationship between men and crime. 

Even though, there are other demographic variables as well, that has a vital relationship with 

crime. In most of the research studies, masculine has been the most widely used term in studying 

its significance with the criminal activities that has occurred in UK (Jeffery, 2010, 20).  

 

2.2.2 Criminal Desistance theory 

The second theory that has also has high significance in explaining the relationship 

between crime and gender is Criminal desistance theory. It basically refers to the decline in 

criminal behaviours among those criminals, who had committed crimes in the past. Desistance 

theory comprises of a complex procedure that takes place among all those offenders who had a 

long history of criminal activities. The basic aim of the desistance theory was to provide an 

explanation regarding the dramatic reduction that has occurred in criminal activities among men 

after their adolescence period. Majority of the longitudinal studies that had observed desistance 

from crime had been mainly limited to male offenders. Further, all the studies that covers female 

subjects in many cases “do not have a very large sample size”. In recent times, there are majority 

of the studies who have started to address this particular research gap. All the past studies that 
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had analysed the differences between gender and desistance have also found large number of 

similarities in the desistance process across the gender (Lindsey, 2011).  

 

2.2.3 Neutralisation theory 

When offenders have been asked to provide the explanation regarding their crimes, they 

had made an attempt to describe themselves as very decent people despite of their offenses. This 

phenomenon can be explained with the help of “Neutralisation theory”. In this theory, it had 

been explained that in order to effectively manage the stigma of crime, motivational accounts 

provided by males and females needs to be believable to the social audience. The major reason 

because of which there has been a variation in patterns of accounts is because of the social 

condition of the actors. It had also been examined that whether the gender factor has a role in the 

way these individuals provide a description of their crimes. The motivational accounts of both 

male and female white collar offenders were gathered in detail. The overall results had helped in 

understanding that both men and women elicit justification whenever they had conducted 

discussion related to the crimes but their frequency differed. Whenever the accountability of the 

crime had occurred regarding both genders, white-collar offender usually drew their experience 

based in gendered themes in order to conduct its alignment with the cultural expectations 

associated with masculinity and femininity (Petter& Lars, 2013, 14).   

 

2.3 Social Distribution of Crime/Crime and Social Class 

In relation to the social distribution of crime, there are two major elements which carry 

immense value: 

1- Who is actually having an involvement in committing a crime in Britain 

2- What type of crime have occurred in Britain 



Crime and Working Class Boys       17 
 

 

In accordance with the official crime statistics in 1991, the number of crimes that had 

been notified to the police has been more than 5 million. In accordance to the British Crime 

Survey estimate for the year 1992, there were cases of more than 15 million crimes which 

occurred in UK. Young males accounted the highest percentage among all the criminal activities 

in Britain (Chris, 2010). For instance: In 1983, those people who were either found guilty or 

cautioned for large numbers of crimes were: 

i. 210,000 males that were between the ages of 14–21 

ii. 225, 000 males whose age was more than 21+ 

iii. 37,000 females, their age ranges were in the bracket between 14 – 21 

iv. 47,000 females, whose age was more than 21+ 

Thus, it can be said that 50% of both males and females, found guilty of criminal 

activities, were in the age bracket of 14-21. Even though, the overall ratio of male-female offers 

was around 5:1 in favour of males. In regards to the longitudinal studies of crime, there are 

several reasons because of which several males are found to be involved in criminal activities. 

The biggest risk factor for young males is their lifestyles. The young people become vulnerable 

to this factor because certain lifestyle activities have a risk of making these individuals in getting 

indulged to many criminal activities. Thus it can be said criminal behaviour is not dependent on 

age factor. Apart from age, there are certain factors on which the criminal behaviour is 

dependent (Siddhartha &Rudra, 2011).  

In the case of social class aspect related to crime, the majority of the convicts have been 

from middle-class population. It can certainly be stated that there is a strong correlation between 

types of crime and working classes. For instances, all those crimes that has a violence factor 
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associated with it, such as theft from property, has usually been committed by the working class 

in UK (Siddhartha &Rudra, 2011). Some other categories of crime in this regard have been: 

 Fraud and embezzlement, usually categorised as middle class crimes 

 High level of corporate crime (comprising of things such as insider trading and 

environmental crimes), which is usually categorised as upper class crime.  

This relationship is not very surprising due to the idea regarding the different types of 

opportunity structures that exists in the society (for instance, working class males do not have 

sufficient amount of power in committing high level of company frauds). Though, it is very clear 

that all kinds of working classes are involved in different types of crimes (Chris, 2010).  

 

2.4 Crime, Socialisation and Social Control 

There are some criminologists who have a belief that one of the major reasons because of 

which men commit crime is because of their nature. For instance, there are some of the people 

who are not psychologically predisposed for committing any type of criminal act. There is high 

amount of evidence to suggest that some men would have high probability in committing crime. 

Recent research shows that all those men who may commit a crime would have a much higher 

probability in getting angry or demonstrating no empathy at all for understanding the feelings of 

another person. Such people usually include psychopaths. Research related to all these kinds of 

crimes have focused on the way brain works in all those men who commit crime. In order to 

derive some response, there are some of the criminals who are given medicines in the form of 

drugs in order to have control of their behaviour (Dr. Liz et al, 2014). All the criminological 

theories that aims to look at the nature of the criminal for determining the cause of crime 

comprises of:  
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 Trait of an individual: Usually, the criminals differ from several non-criminals in large 

number of biological and psychological traits. These traits for example lack empathy, 

leads to crime during their interaction with the social environment.  

 Positivism- Crime occurs because of both psychological and sociological factors (Karen, 

2011).  

 

2.5 Factors Leading to Crime 

All other major factors that contribute towards major crimes are described below: 

 

i. Poverty 

In all those societies where there is an unequal distribution of wealth between rich and 

poor, it leads to high level of poverty. This is the reason why it is argued that all those men who 

are in the poorest groups with fewer opportunities would have high probability to commit a 

crime (Karen, 2011).  

 

ii. Family relationships 

Studies related to offenders conducted by the criminal psychologists have demonstrated 

that large numbers of criminals have experienced a deprived childhood (Jeffery, 2010, 20). 

 

iii. ‘Peer Pressure’ 

High responsibilities and greater demands from parents and teachers often create a 

pressure on the teenagers. In this way, teenagers are often found to be going through changes 

from their childhood phase to adulthood phase (Liz et al, 2014).  
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iv. Violent media 

There are many psychologists who have stated that all those young people who are 

exposed to different levels of violence in film and television will demonstrate high tendency in 

having a violent behaviour (Karen, 2011).  

 

v. Drugs 

The psychologists who have studied the causes of crime have stated that there is a strong 

connection between the criminality and illegal drug use. This is a serious issue and it requires 

Government’s intervention to prevent this phenomenon among men (Jeffery, 2010, 20).  

 

2.6 Relationship between Crime and Masculinity 

According to Tolson (1977,p.2), the main factor because of which men commit crime is 

the discrimination between social classes whereas Jefferson (1992, p.3), claims that the racial 

discrimination also increases the ratio of crimes. Additionally, Lilly, Cullen and Ball (2014, p. 

235) seconds that the ego of youngsters hurt when a person from different social class point out 

them. At certain stage they forget every rule or law and they commit the crime. In 2000, it was 

observed that almost 83% of masculine stanch the crime (UCR, 2001).  

On the contrary, Krienert (2003, p.2) states that the personality traits of male gender 

varies person to person, not all the males are violent enough to commit the crime. Doyle (Daily 

Mails, 2010) states that almost 860,000 male youngsters committed crimes in UK. This shows 

that there is a direct relationship between crime and masculinity. The scholars Cockburn and 

Oakley claim that men harm the women as well as children just to fulfil their masculinity (The 

Guardian, 2010). Newburn and Stanko (2010, p.3-4,) analyses that the violent personality traits 
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of men do not consider as a problem in our society. This ignorance leads to the increase in 

criminal activities. This also fails their power of managing the anger (Novaco 1995, Whitehead 

2005, p. 411). The aggression in a man provokes him to commit a crime and this aggression 

increases because of the socio economic discriminations. Many scholars hold the view that man 

used to competes other, this evokes extremism in him (Broverman, Vogel, Broverman, Clarkson, 

&Rosenkrantz, 1972; Ruble, 1983; Spence &Helmreich, 1978). Such behaviour usually 

promotes the negativity and crime in male gender. 

 

2.7 Nature of crimes committed by working class men: 

The working class men commit blue collar crimes. The majority of them are youth and 

nearly half of them (51%) committed robberies, 31% involves in housebreaking, and around 

20% of them involves in sexual assaults (Doyle, 2012). Abraham(2015) states that  95% 

prisoners in Britain are working class men whereas in Germany 96% prisoner belongs to 

working class. Illiteracy and financial instability makes them criminal. According to Cambber, in 

London 18,091 Black men and boys are involved in sexual assaults (The Daily Mail, 2010). In a 

recent research, it is identified that the ethnic approach in UK also increases the crime among 

black men. As they are not financially strong, they commit street crimes, robberies, burglaries 

and murders. Sutherland (1940, p.442) highlighted the unconventional crime which is known as 

white collar crime. It is usually done by the middle line working class, more respectable than the 

lower class. The white collar crime includes bribery, tax offenses, antitrust, fraud, money 

laundering.     
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2.8 Impact of Crimes committed by Working Class Men on the UK’s Society: 

The scholar Gidden (Crime and Deviances, 2013 p. 185) states that from 1950 till 1990 

the ratio was increased, the working class men usually involve in rape, sexual harassment and 

murders. This is negatively impacting the society of UK. The youth belong to the urban areas of 

United Kingdom commits more crime because they have more opportunities as compare to the 

rural ones (Plummer and Geofroy, 2013, p.65; Newburn and Stanko, 2013,p. 217). The working 

class men involves more in manslaughter, robberies, domestic violence, and drug trafficking 

(Braithwaite 1979, Willott, Griffen, Torrance, 2001, p.441). Giddens (1993, p.441) states that the 

economic crimes are usually done by the middle class.  This creates uncertainty in the society 

and makes the public anxious.  As the youth is involved in such criminal activities, therefore the 

asset of United Kingdom is at risk. Nick Cohen claims that the increasingly statistics of 

unemployment also causes the crime.  
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CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Introduction 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide an in-depth analysis of the type of methodology 

chosen for this research along with its valid justification. Research methodology is the most 

significant aspect of the research as it assists the researcher in conducting a research problem and 

research issue. This chapter incorporates different significant components of the research 

including research paradigm, research design, sample size, research strategy, research approach, 

data collection plan, ethical consideration, research limitations and sampling technique. All these 

components and concepts are briefly explained in this chapter including their valid justification 

for its selection.  

 

3.2 Research Paradigm 

In order to ensure complete validity with respect to the methodology for a particular 

research study, it is important to first ensure that an appropriate research paradigm has been 

selected. In the words of author Thomas (2010, P.291) there are multiple research paradigms that 

researchers can chose from; pragmatism, interpretivsim, positivism and realism. According to 

author Mkansi et al. (2013, P. 132) the research paradigm of interpretivism perpetuates the 

incubation of information and knowledge that holds subjective truth instead of factual and 

objective data. The research paradigm of interpretivism concedes that information is subjective 

and reality can be transgressed according to the opinion of the observer. For authors articulating 

the use of interpretivism, knowledge can be extrapolated from the mere observation of events, 

and each observations can hold a true premise if it is coupled with reasoning and rationale 

justification. In contrast to the interpretivism paradigm, authors referring to the positivism 
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paradigm denote that reality is finite and can be viewed as factual information. Information that 

is quantifiable. Such an approach is useful when the research study focuses on the analysis of 

objective data and data which can be measured in the form of numeric values (Campbell, 2011, 

P. 8). Under the positivism paradigm numeric data has valued and decisions are taken on the 

outcome of such factual data, data which is free from any sort of subjective opinion and 

assessment.  

In the following research study the author has utilized the research paradigm of 

interpretivism. Since the research topic aims to find out the reasons behind the high crime rate 

amongst working class boys which requires a subjective opinion based on the data material 

researched and analysed. The results of the data studied will be based on the researcher’s 

judgement and reasoning in lieu of the research material studied therefore in such a research 

material the use of the inerpretivism paradigm is a feasible option.    

 

3.3 Research Approach 

According to the research onion model described by the Saunders et al. (2012), there are 

two key types of research approaches that can be utilized; Inductive Research Approach and 

Deductive Research Approach. In the words of authors Bergman et al. (2013, P. 11) deductive 

research approach stems from a broad idea and a general concept towards a more finite solution 

and research conclusions. Within the deductive research approach the author tabulates the 

research aims and objectives and the respective research hypotheses and thereby carries out the 

relative tests on the research hypotheses. However, in the words of author Grace (2014, P.16) the 

inductive research approach has the opposite framework whereby the author undertakes specific 

research topic and during the course of the research study postulates multiple research ideas, 
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notions and reasoning which strengthens the authors research objective and aims. Within the 

inductive approach there is no concept of hypotheses formulation nor is there any requirement 

for the research objectives to be tabulated through any form of primary data.  

Therefore in lieu of the above argument the author has used the inductive research 

approach whereby the author highlighted a specific research topic and thereby expounded on the 

topic forecasting and elaborating upon the different reasons as to why there is a higher crime rate 

in working class boys. The use of inductive research approach has allowed the author to explore 

multiple facets that narrate to the given research topic. The inclusion of different research 

arguments has allowed the author to present a more in-depth analysis further ensuring higher 

generalizability and validity to the research study.  

 

3.4 Research Design  

In the words of authors Hancock, Ockleford and Windridge (2009, P.4) there are three 

key research designs available for the use in a research study; Qualitative, Quantitative and 

Mixed Method. Within the quantitative research design the author incubates the use statistical, 

numerical and factual data, data that is generated on the bases of fact and figures instead of 

personal opinion and judgment of the observers and the respondents. On one hand the use of 

quantitative data allows the author to generate factual results and research conclusion, but on the 

other hand limits the depth of the results in terms of their applicability. In contrast the use of 

Quantitative research design allows the user to gather first hand, experiential data based on the 

respondents opinions and experiences (Yilmaz, 2013, P. 111). This allows the author to gather 

vast qualitative data, data which was not part of the author’s initial research scope but based on 
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its relevance and importance amongst the respondents could be added to research scope to 

increase its effectiveness and validity. 

To gather important, in-depth information pertaining to the reasons as to why there is a 

high crime rate amongst working boys, the author has used the qualitative research design, where 

the author shall go over multiple different research resources and material in order to extrapolate 

recurring themes and ideas in order to derive appropriate research findings.  

 

3.5 Research Strategy 

In order to ensure that the research study follows a systematic framework and does not 

deviate from course it is important to draft a proper research strategy which can allow the author 

to graft a relevant grid upon which the research study shall flow. According to author Wedawatta 

et al. (2011, P.1) there are different research strategies that the researcher can use. Within the 

respective research study the author has used the Content Analysis research strategy. According 

to author Terrell (2012, P.255) the content analysis research strategy allows the researcher to 

evaluate and collect data from multiple research sources, sources which have credible resources 

which can be used in the research. Through the use of Content Analysis, the author of the 

following research has extracted relevant data from different research sources. The data extracted 

from the research sources was than further broken down into relevant themes and based on the 

importance of the themes the information was incubated within the following research. The use 

of content analysis has allowed the author to research multiple different aspects upon the 

research topic and find key information which was used in the compilation of the subsequent 

chapter 4 and 5 which included the analysis and research findings.  
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3.6 Data Collection Method 

According to author Yin (2011, P.2) there are to key data collection methods; Primary 

and Secondary. The primary data collection method involves the use primary data collection 

tools like Survey and Questionnaire and enables the author to generate new and fresh data, data 

which has not been previously compiled or incurred by other academicians. However in contrast, 

the secondary data collection method involves the use of information that has been gathered by 

other researchers on the relevant topic. Furthermore the secondary research includes the use of 

official data that organizations post on their websites for the use of general public (Thomas, 

2010, P. 291). 

Therefore, citing the use of secondary data collection method as convenient, the author 

utilized previously collected and published data on electronic libraries, University databases and 

other key books. Furthermore research studies compiled by previous authors and academicians 

were also integrated within the study to provide the study with the desired level of validity and 

effectiveness. First phase of the research included a basic literature review of published research 

studying the issue from different theoretical perspectives. Second phase of the research included 

using literature review as a base to dig deeper into the issue and using more theoretical 

perspectives to study the issue.  

 

3.7 Data Analysis Plan 

The secondary data collection tools used by the authors were online journals, newspapers, 

books, reports and other publications. The inclusion criterion for the secondary research material 

was their authenticity and publication. No blogs or irrelevant data information were cited during 

the compilation of the following research study and all the journals and articles consulted were 
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extracted from scholarly databases allowing with their relevant reference and citation (Resnik, 

2013, P.2). Data was analysed by manual thematic analysis and major themes were drawn out of 

the collected data.  

 

3.8 Accessibility and Ethical Considerations 

For the following research study, the major accessibility issue that the author faced 

pertained to the access of research material from paid journals and electronic libraries. In order to 

gather extensive data the author aimed to gather maximized secondary resource material as 

possible however, due to the issue of payment and acquisition of paid libraries, the author was 

restricted and limited towards the use of journals that were accessible. Furthermore, the author 

also ensured that they adhered to all the necessary ethical guidelines pertaining to the 

compilation of the research study. The author also provided all the necessary citation and along 

with a list of bibliography in order to provide evidence for the sources and data used in the 

research study and ensuring that none of the material used in the report was plagiarised. The 

author did not partake in any form of collusion and the research study is the result of the authors 

own work and determination.          
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CHAPTER 4: ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

 

4.1 Summarising Theories Related to Gender and Crime & Deviance 

This chapter flows from the literature review and discusses the findings emerging from it 

in the light of further relevant research. This study found that the interest of Sociologists 

increased in the beginning of nineteenth century along with the rise of scientific explanations 

related to crime starting with physiological theory of Lombroso explaining individuality in 

criminal behaviour. According to his theory, criminals were sort of an evolutionary throwback 

(atavism) that chose not to adhere to existing norms of society in their social conduct and due to 

their reluctance to normal rules and conventions are called criminals. Most of the theories in the 

sociological analysis of crime are based on notion of anomie presented by Durkheim. Basic 

distinctions of modern societies with their counterparts in past are individual choice and 

freedom, that provide opportunities for non-conformity. There are boundary and adaptive 

maintenance functions in these instances (Lombroso, Gibson, and Rafter, 2006, p.11).  

In case of delinquent boys belonging to the working class, this perspective suggests that 

the condition of delinquent boys can be termed as an anomie, which emerges from a disparity 

and incompatibility between their personal standards or the standards of the groups they belong 

to and the standards of the wider society. A lack of social ethic may be another contributing 

factor, which leads to the deregulation of morals and a lack of legitimate and appropriate 

ambitions. This may be also caused by a lack of access to legitimate ways or means to achieve 

their personal goals. 

The ideas were further developed by American functionalism during 1940s to 1950s. 

Prominent theorists are Robert Merton who stressed that the origin of criminal behaviour lies in 

the general acceptance of ‘socially sanctioned goals’ along with inadequate distribution among 
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citizens (different social classes) of legitimate opportunities through which goals can be 

achieved. The crime develops when those who lack opportunities use illegitimate means to 

achieve social sanctioned goals. The subcultural theories explain development of delinquent 

subcultures that develop mainly in socially excluded classes (Cressey, 2012, p.68). 

This implies that working class boys are inclined towards delinquency and criminal 

behaviour because they belong to a socially excluded class. They lack opportunities and 

resources that other boys of their age have access to because they belong to the privileged classes 

of the society. When they are unable to achieve their goals by legitimate means, they resort to 

illegitimate means and end up committing crimes. For example, if a boy belonging to a working 

class needs to purchase medicines for his sick parent but he does not have enough money, he 

may, at first, ask around for help. Failing that, he may have no choice but to steal or rob or fool 

people to get money so that he can buy medicines.  

Interactionist theories focus on definitions of delinquent behaviours and what 

delinquency is. According to Labelling perspectives, social processes define and label various 

acts as deviant. Due to different social processes, same acts may not be considered delinquent in 

other social settings and may even be considered as ‘high spirits’. There is a significant role of 

socially powerful class in defining deviance and related behaviours in relatively socially 

powerless class. Nonetheless, once an individual, in this case a boy belonging to the working 

class, is labelled / recognised as deviant, all of his actions are vulnerable to interpretation of 

others and further enhancing the label (Fitzgerald, McLennan, and Pawson, 2003, p.343). 

Consequently, the labelled boys may accept their labels as deviant and make it a central 

feature of their identity. This identity development process further encourages secondary 

deviance behaviour, aggravated by the social injustices that working class boys have to face in 
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their daily lives. This is followed by deviancy amplification which is considered an upward 

spiral that promotes deviancy amplification. Stan Cohen’s Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1972) 

is one of the classic studies that focus on these theoretical perspectives (Holmes, Hughes, and 

Julian, 2014, p.212). 

New theories of criminology during 1970s considered criminality and deviance under the 

lens of capitalist relationships of power. The ‘Deviant’ behaviour depicted by Gay Rights and 

Black Power activists was not considered to be deviant but a challenge to exiting political status 

quo. In 1980s, New Left or Left Realism emerged which posited itself differently as compared to 

previous strands of the new criminology. The tendency of new left was to consider deviants as 

some sort of working class heroes. The research identified crime as the fundamental and real 

problems for people in socially excluded groups particularly in impoverished groups, such as 

boys belonging to the working class. The highest risk of crime prevailed in those communities 

that were on margins of society. The most prominent notion of left realists was the relative 

deprivation in explaining crime and delinquency. These theorists presented solutions based on 

policing strategies that aim to develop trust among all groups in a society (Kidd and Teagle, 

2012, p.172). 

On the other hand, the Control theories posit that human beings are basically rational and 

self-interested. A boy from working classis encouraged to commit crimes if he finds that there 

are low chances of punishment, unless he feels reluctant to criminal behaviour because of strong 

bonds with society. Lack of self-control is due to the inadequate socialization that restrains 

criminal behaviour. Crime, nevertheless, can be controlled by increasing affluence and making 

more opportunities available to the socially excluded individuals. This approach is relatively 

more related to Right Realism and thus emphasise on strategies for crime prevention that are 
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based on tactics to make crimes as difficult to commit as possible. This is called target hardening 

or the zero tolerance policing.  

The combination of these two is called situational crime prevention, which can help 

reduce crime in working class. It attempts crime prevention by targeting on the environment or 

situation instead of focusing criminals / offender and motivating factors of criminal and 

delinquent behaviour (Britt and Gottfredson, 2011). Other theories are social learning theory and 

the theory of broken window. The Social learning theory posits that there is a direct connection 

between the local crime level and the form of disorder in a neighbourhood. The theory of broken 

windows states that if a single broken window is left unrepaired, it serves as a beacon for other 

offenders and leads to a development of downward spiral for in that area (Joyce, 2014, p.222). 

 

4.2 Crime and working class men: A Masculinity Approach to Crime 

4.2.1 Cultural transmission 

The cultural transmission theory states that certain crimes or delinquent behaviour are 

considered normal in those areas of a city which are poorest and most socially disorganised. 

These normal behaviours transmit from one generation to next and are ‘normal 

socialisation’ patterns. In these areas, successful criminals become youths’ role models and 

depict that it is normal for them to pursue success through illegitimate means (Savolainen, et al., 

2013). Boys from working class are more attracted towards heroic criminal behaviour, such as 

street fights, which are more of a power display, because they have been conditioned since 

childhood to believe that masculinity and power go hand in hand. Thus, in quest of power and 

control to prove their masculinity, boys tend to be more inclined towards criminal behaviour if it 

is perceived as heroic or acceptable by his peers.  
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4.2.2 Differential association 

Sutherland put forward the concept of differential association that states that that the 

chances of a person to become criminal increase if he/she is surrounded by people that support or 

break the law. It can be fairly opined that this approach points to sub-cultural justifications of 

deviant / criminal behaviour. These theories suggest that the problem does not lie with the 

deviant or delinquent individuals but in fact it lies in how they see the world. They are behaving 

within the set of values that they find around them. These theorists attempted to explain why 

some individuals become deviant as well as how collective deviance develops in certain groups 

of a society (Whaley, Hayes, and Smith, 2014). 

This perspective implies that boys from working class learn deviant and criminal 

behaviour through their social interactions and that they are not inherently deviant. When these 

boys see the people around them (family, friends, etc.) directly or indirectly supporting deviant 

behaviour or engaging in criminal behaviour, the boys will learn that behaviour because of their 

direct exposure. They learn criminal behaviour in the same way they learn other behaviours and 

as acquiring criminal tendencies is not unique if compared to how other behaviours are learned. 

 

4.3 Sub-cultural theory 

4.3.1 Status frustration 

Albert Cohen used the notion of sub-culture in his phenomenal work Delinquent Boys, 

The Culture of The Gang. Cohen found that much of the delinquent behaviour was motivated by 

other factors than economic factors, for instance, vandalism. He argued that delinquents, 

especially those from the working class of the society are driven by status frustration under the 

assumption that rest of the social classes look down upon them and they have no social status. 
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Thus they identify and adopt distinct set of values or create a subculture, in order to have a 

status, though alternative or opposing to other social classes. This often motivates them to adopt 

delinquency (Young, 2014). 

Cohen found and reported that persons that are most likely to become delinquent 

generally are related to lower social classes and are living in socially deprived areas. They have 

lowest access to resources and lowest chances to get a job. Cohen focusing on adolescents 

argued that the primary reward and punishment agency for them is their school. In their school 

they are branded (labelled) as failures, and they attempt to develop subculture in opposition to set 

of values in the school. This sub-culture also explains the collective deviance or collective 

response denial of social status by others in school (Pals and Kaplan, 2013). For lower social 

class boys, subculture provides an identity and a social status based on distinct set of values in 

opposition to their peers belonging to higher classes. The sub-culture is a means to hit back the 

society that denied them a social status.  

For example, Vandalism or petty theft may be considered as revenge on the society. 

Cohen in essence argues that delinquent youth is basically the same as their counterparts i.e. 

seeking a social status but only finding different set of values. Cohen’s theory explains and 

justifies collective deviance and also non-economic factors that motivate youth for delinquent 

behaviour (Freilich and LaFree, 2015).  

However, it can be argued that if status frustration leads to crime and delinquency in 

working class boys, how can white collar crimes committed by the elite class of the society be 

explained? Also, if this explanation is valid, why do girls from the same underprivileged and 

deprived socio-economic backgrounds not become delinquent as much as boys do? More 

research is required to dig deeper into this issue. 
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4.4 Illegitimate opportunity structure 

Cloward and Ohlin focusing and analysing Merton's concept of anomie, people may also 

turn to delinquency if they lack legal opportunities. They put forward the concept of an 

illegitimate opportunity structure. There are three levels in this opportunity structure (De Coster 

and Heimer, 2014): 

1. Criminal subculture: this level provides opportunity for a criminal career. In order to 

prevent this, stability and cohesiveness in working class community must be increased 

along with their integration and recognition by other social classes.  

2. Conflict subculture: this subculture exists if there is no criminal subculture in the 

society. Provided that there are no prospects for a criminal career for young males, they 

most likely turn their frustration towards failure in both the illegitimate and the legitimate 

structures and resort to violence. 

3. Retreatist subculture: there are also some youths that fail both at criminal career and at 

violence and thus are likely to retreat or resort to other delinquent behaviours such as 

drugs abuse and petty theft. 

According to this approach, just as access to legitimate means is different across cultures 

or contexts, in the same way, access to illegitimate means also varies across cultures or contexts. 

This is where the illegitimate opportunity structures become important. Some cultures or social 

groups may provide greater access to illegitimate opportunities, which leads to boys resorting to 

criminal activities not because they are inherently deviant, but because they can more easily 

engage in illegal or criminal activities. This could be due to lack of policing, laws and regulatory 

mechanisms. In some societies, for example, underdeveloped or developing Asian countries, 

policing and law enforcement are not strong, which means boys, especially those from working 
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class, can easily get away with illegal or criminal activities that reinforce or abuse the power of 

masculinity in their cultures, such as smuggling, sex trade, prostitution, robbery, rape, etc. 

However, this approach is critiqued for its matching assumptions with the assumptions of Merton 

i.e. all members of a society try to achieve same goal in society, for example financial success.  

 

4.5 Delinquency as normal - social class differences 

Crime in youth as explained by Cohen, Cloward, and Ohlin has a common feature that is 

distinctive sub-culture that provides opposing set of values or guidelines for their own 

culture. Miller suggested different approach and argued in working class culture there are six 

focal concerns that motivate working class males to conduct criminal behaviour. In essence 

Miller identified crime as a simple extension of values in normal working class instead of a 

distinct sub-culture. In this theory there are no assumptions such as every person in a society has 

an agreement as to what life goals are. This can be treated as a rejection of functionalist theories 

according to which the society develops is on consensus (Charest and Tremblay, 2012). 
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION, IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

5.1 Summary of Findings 

The study shed light on various possible reasons why there is so much crime in working 

class boys. Various sociological and criminological theories were analysed to explain why 

working class boys are more involved in crime and delinquency. Key findings and reasons 

emerging from this study are: 

1. Crime in working class boys could be explained by their choice to go against the 

established norms of the society because there could be a mismatch between the 

boys’ personal norms and standards and norms or standards of the society.  

2. Lack of social ethics and moral regulation as well as a lack of access to legitimate 

means of achieving goals and aspirations could also be a reason. Social exclusion 

could and lack of opportunities and resources may be major precursors of crime 

because when a person is unable to satisfy his legitimate needs or wants, resorting to 

illegitimate means is often the last option for him.  

3. Labelling working class boys as deviant may lead them towards a life of crime. 

Behaviours are not inherently deviant, but depend upon how people and the society 

define those behaviours. Socially powerful classes play a major role in defining what 

is deviant and what is not.  

4. Labelling lead to boys accepting the labels and internalizing them which leads them 

to believe that they are deviant and delinquent even if they did not commit a crime. 

5. Social injustices and discrimination further aggravate this problem. 
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6. Boys may be encouraged to engage in criminal offenses if the chances of punishment 

are low due to the broken law enforcement system of the society.  

7. Inadequate socialisation may also lead to lack of self-control, which may result in 

unrestrained criminal actions.  

8. Existence of criminal role models for youth is another factor, which implies that it is 

heroic to use illegitimate means to achieve your aims.  

9. Concept of masculinity as conditioned by the society is also a major factor that 

contributes towards crime, such as physical and domestic violence against women.  

10. Deviance and criminal behaviour may be transmitted through culture when the 

society sanctions deviant and criminal behaviours, for example, physical violence, 

domestic violence, vandalism, cheating in examinations, plagiarism, etc. These things 

may be learned by working class boys as normal behaviours and may be a part of 

their daily lives.  

11. Deviance and criminal behaviour is learned through socialisation. Offenders or 

delinquent boys are not inherently deviant, but may have learned the behaviour.  

12. Social sanctions and support for criminal behaviour also contributes to crime because 

it leads people to believe that if everybody is doing it, or supporting it, or nobody is 

actively denouncing it, it must be legitimate or acceptable. They do what they see 

happening around them.  

13. Non-economic factors may be contributing to much of the delinquent and criminal 

behaviour, such as status frustration. Status frustration may drive young working 

class boys to believe that they are of low social status and the rest of the classes 

consider them inferior, which leads them to develop a subculture of rebellion. 
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14. Delinquent boys may be seeking a social status, but with different values. For 

example, drug abuse.  

15. Delinquency may also be motivated by a lack of legal opportunities. If a culture or 

society has a well-established illegitimate opportunity structure, it may encourage 

criminal behaviour because committing a crime and getting away with it is easy in 

that culture. Lack of effective policing and law enforcement may further encourage 

criminal behaviour.  

 

5.2 Implications for Future Research and Recommendations 

The study revealed important insights into the reasons and factors contributing to crime 

among working class boys. This study is a valuable addition to the sociology and criminology 

literature because it highlights the reasons behind crime by integrating different theoretical 

perspectives. Primary research could lend valuable insights into the reasons behind criminal 

behaviour of working class boys. For example, researchers can interview juvenile delinquent 

boys at remand homes, rehabilitation centres and juvenile or youth detention centres in the UK 

and other developed countries to dig deeper into the dynamics of crime and delinquency. 

Furthermore, researchers could also conduct these interviews in underdeveloped and 

developing countries and compare them with the findings from developed countries to study the 

differences. Other similar areas that could be researched are economic or racial differences in 

crimes committed by people from working class, risk factors, such as peer pressure or family 

influence, mental disorders, juvenile sex crimes, impact of labelling on delinquency, impact of 

socialisation, etc. It could also be interesting to study the reasons behind crimes committed by 
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young women or girls as that will shed light on the similarities and differences between the 

motivations and driving forces behind criminal behaviour.  

Psychological, criminological and sociological theories, especially masculinity, may be 

valuable in explaining crime and the reasons behind it. The researcher recommends that in order 

to prevent delinquency and criminal behaviour among boys belong to the working class, 

education must be accessible to all i.e. quality and free basic, secondary and higher education, 

for those who cannot afford to study from public and private institutes. Access to quality 

education will provide legitimate career opportunities for young boys belonging to the working 

class.  

Furthermore, integrating character education into these educational programs could 

ensure that these boys are taught the differences between legitimate and illegitimate ways of 

achieving goals and the consequences of choosing illegitimate ways so that they will be 

encouraged to use legitimate ways for their ambitions and aspirations. Working class boys must 

be re-socialised so that they can unlearn the delinquent behaviours or to prevent delinquent 

tendencies from developing. In addition to education, access to affordable vocational and 

technical education must also be provided to these boys so that they are occupied in constructive 

pursuits. This will also increase their career opportunities as by acquiring additional skills and 

capabilities, these boys will be more likely to get decent jobs to support themselves financially 

and grow in their careers. 
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